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On Chinese Culture concerning Turtles from a Perspective of Semiotics

DENG Xi-wen
(School of Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610068, China)

Abstract: Chinese culture concerning turtles originated from myths in ancient times. In the birthplaces of Chinese civili-

zation, our ancestors discovered the amazing power of turtles and they placed their worship to life in such animals. In the evo-

lution through various dynasties, such culture has undergone its fate from glory to decline. In such evolution, the culture has

involved the abundant semiotic meanings. Its signifiers include blocking up, self-protection, defense, shrinking back, tardi-

ness, wisdom, mystery, power and worship to reproduction. And its signified involves harmonious natural spirit, strong life

consciousness and cosmic travel.

Key words: turtles; semiotics; worship; signifier; signified
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